The Passive Voice
The voice is one of the categories of the verb. It shows whether the subject is the doer of the action or whether it is acted upon. Accordingly, there are two voices in English- active and passive.

Active: The surgeon will operate on the patient tomorrow.

Passive: The patient will be operated on tomorrow.

Таблица времен пассивного залога

	
	Simple
	Continuous
	Perfect

	Present
	space is explored
	space is being explored
	space has been explored

	Past
	space was explored
	space was being explored
	space had been explored

	Future
	space will be explored
	---
	space will have been explored



The passive construction is generally used in the following cases:

1. Change of focus (it can change the emphasis of a sentence):


Charles won the prize. (focus on Charles)


The prize was won by Charles. (focus on the prize)

2. Unknown agent (there is no point in adding an agent: by somebody):

My wallet has been taken.

3. Obvious agent:


Joan has been arrested. (we assume by the police)

4. Unimportant agent:


I was advised to obtain a visa in advance.

5. Generalized agent (if the subject is “people in general ”or “you” the agent is not mentioned):


Bicycles are widely used in the city instead of public transport.

6. Impersonality (the passive is a way of avoiding the naming of a specific person):

It has been decided to reduce all salaries by 10%.

Test papers are not to be taken outside the examination room.

7. In descriptions of processes, there is emphasis on the actions performed rather than on the people who perform them:

Then the toys are packed into boxes and sent to shops.

Note that the passive construction is impossible when the direct object of the verb is expressed by:

a) an infinitive:


I have arranged to meet him at 10. o'clock;

b) a reflexive pronoun or a noun with a possessive pronoun, referring to the same person as the subject of the sentence:


Ann hurt herself;


Ann hurt her leg yesterday;

c) a clause:


I felt that they didn't want to join us;

d) by a set-phrase, the components of which cannot be separated, such as: to take flight, to take alarm, to lose /to take courage, to lose heart, to keep one's word etc.:

e) with the verbs to resemble, to suit, to become, to have and to possess:

Tom resembles his father. We have a lot of relatives.
The number of passive constructions in English is much greater than in other languages. Most verbs with an object (transitive verbs) can be made passive.
